BOSS BR-800 DIGITAL RECORDER
TRAINING GUIDE
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BOSS BR-800 Training Guide
1. FEATURES

e 4-track simultaneous recording, 8-track simultaneous playback plus dedicated
stereo rhythm track playback

e EZ Recording interactively guides through the recording process

e Powerful guitar, bass, and vocal effects derived from BOSS's flagship
processors

e Song Sketch recording for quick stereo capture in WAV format
e Built-in advanced drum machine with editor software
e Functions as a USB audio interface and DAW control surface

e Cakewalk SONAR 8.5 LE software with full audio loops and backing tracks
included

¢ Built-in stereo condenser microphone for instant recording
e Sleek new interface based on touch sensors
e 1GB SD included (supports up to 32GB SDHC card)

e Runs on six AA batteries/USB bus power/AC adaptor (included)
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BOSS BR-800 Training Guide
2. QUICK DEMO

The Quick Demo is a way to get up and running in less than 60 seconds.

Before You Start

1. Connect AC adaptor (included) to a power source.
2. Connect the BR-800's OUTPUT to monitor speakers or headphones.

Monitor speakers

O

AC adaptor

Stereo headphones

If you're using headphones,
connect them to the
PHONES jack.
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The Quick Demo

Press the [MENU] button.

HE:aEaa-00:0  Ba1-01 e
MEHU

INFUT SELECT e
S0OMG

UNDO-REDOD
TUMER

|[ENTER] button.
The SONG screen will appear.

BE:aa:aR-00t0  BE1-8] e
SOMG

HELJ I
SELECT

HAME
INFORMATION

[ENTER] button.

aarhEthE-gam  BEl-gl S
SOMG SELECT EXEC 4]

[#DemnoSons

|[ENTER] button.
The play screen will appear.

[pe:aR:aR-a018  BE1-B1 Se
4 128,89
IDemoSons

The MENU screen will appear.

The SONG SELECT screen will appear.

BOSS BR-800 Training Guide

Use the CURSOR [ A ][ ¥ | buttons to move the cursor to “SONG,” and press the

Use the CURSOR [ A |[ ¥ | buttons to move the cursor to “SELECT,” and press the

Use the CURSOR [ A |[ ¥ | buttons to move the cursor to “DemoSong,” and press the

Press the PLAY button to hear the Demo Song.
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BOSS BR-800 Training Guide
3. EZ RECORDING

EZ Recording is a function that makes recording on the BR-800 quick and easy.
1. Press EZ REC.
2. Press cursor up A and select NEW SONG and press ENTER.

3. Using the dial, select the [SOURCE] on the left of the screen to
VOCAL (MIC).

4. Cursor right P and using the dial, select FUSION for the
[CATEGORY] and press ENTER.

5. Using the dial, select the vocal effect to #12 (3rd+5th). Cursor down V¥ and use the dial to choose
RHYTHM pattern #232 (FUSN1-V2). Press ENTER.

6. Name your song: Press MENU, select SONG and press ENTER. Select NAME and press ENTER. Using
the dial and cursor buttons, name your song. Press EXIT a number of times to return to the main screen.

To Record:

Set the faders to the positions shown below.

i Turn the [REC LEVEL] knob to adjust the recording level.

Track faders to nominal position. )

T T T T 1T 1 I T

— " |
—— (" |

% -4MASTER] fader at minimum. )
Adjust the level so that the INPUT level meter moves within the range of -12 (between -24 and -6)-0
dB.
TIME MEASURE
BE:00:08-09:0  O01-81 M

_|SONGBAB1 ~ *'==-*°

I_::| ‘

123 4 12345678 RHY L R

INPUT TRACK
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BOSS BR-800 Training Guide

Slowly increase the [MASTER] fader to adjust the volume to the appropriate level for
monitoring.

I ]

L/R

Press the [REC] button.
The [REC] button will blink red; the BR-800 is now in recording-standby mode.

Blinking

RAEC

e [['w\

Press the [PLAY] button.
The [PLAY] button will light green, the [REC] button will light red, and recording will begin.
At the same time that recording begins, the rhythm will start sounding,.

I .
(=) =3 ] E=m

Next, speak / sing into the external microphones

Press the [STOP] button to stop recording.
The track 1 [PLAY] button will light green, indicating that recording has been performed on track 1.

FTapr PLAY

L) L= |
1]

Press ZERO then press PLAY to hear your recording.
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BOSS BR-800 Training Guide
4. SONG SKETCH

RHYTHM
B By putting the BR-800 in Song Sketch mode, you can use it as a stereo
WAV file recorder / player. This provides an easy way to record your song

ideas and phrases.

Press the [SONG SKETCH] button to enter Song Sketch

mode. The SONG SKETCH screen will appear. Use the dial to select the input source that you want to

You can edit the following settings by moving the cursor to record.
tl'fe file name, current time, or rhythm and then turning the Setting Explanation
it GUITAR/ Choose this when recording a guitar
iean i BASS or bas_s. connected to the GUITAR/
- - BASS jack.
File ninme selack thetile o play ek : Choose this when using the internal
Current time | Move the time location. MICL/R stereo microphones.
Tum the thythm onfoff, INPUT Choose thi; when recording micro-
- 1&2 phones or instruments c!::m}ecte_u:l to
RHYTHM —k {T— s——y the INPUT 1 jack and INPUT 2 jack.
Rhythm |4128/Paa2: ROCK1-U1 ] Choose this when recording from a
Set the tempo. INPUT4 microphone or instrument connected
Select a pattern. to the INPUT 4 jack.
Choose this when recording the sound
1 LINE IN from a portable audio player or other
device connected to the LINE IN jack.

MS0HG SKETCHw “«
O_BR_B&a1 . WAL

AA:88:88 poo:oo: oo

OFF  OM Press the [EXIT] button a number of times to return to
RHYTHM — {I— to the SONG SKETCH screen.
|4126 PAE2: ROCK1-L11

Press the |REC] button.

Recording will begin.

The [PLAY] button will light green, and the [REC]
button will light red.

Press the [MENU] button.

Use the CURSOR [ & 11 ¥ | buttons to move the

Lit Lit
cursor to “INPUT SELECT,” and press the [ENTER] T " L
button. : > : i : . :

A o

~ When you're finished recording, press the [STOP]
button.

Press ZERO and then press Play
to hear you’re your recording.
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BOSS BR-800 Training Guide
5. EFFECTS

| =
sHytHM | The BR-800 has independent processors for four different kinds of effects:
e insert effects, loop effects, track EQ and mastering effects.

Press EZ REC, NEW SONG and select E. Guitar as the SOURCE. Press
ENTER twice.

1 4
] Use the [CURSOR] buttons to operate the tone grid to
Create Al_'i Insert Effect: | | R
EZ Tone makes it easy to create your sound without having For the GUITAR bank
to edit parameters in detail.
h Suitabla for scloing

Press the [EFFECTEI brutton. L ETo] 1m
The [EFFECTS] button will light, and the insert effect EZ TOME s0Ld

i k& L« GUTTiR
will turn on. @ R —— & T uFTE I 18AnS <— Hard sound

E-|.-|-I|-|-J LiﬁCH'IHG—J

¥
e Suitable for backing
or

More body-resonance
1

HEiEEIEE-00ia  BE1-E]1 S

BHREEE-paa [3A1-A1 e
EZ TONE DEEP
FATCH: [FEFES S =L fla GUITHR I
Warm sound = LR | {FRISHT =—Bright sound
[_HAME - WEITE | @ lenLan—J
1 L-ass body-resonance
251“11 frect patch that's cl t to th d
eled 2 erped akC dab's Closest to 2 S0 Foi
SRR ) For the MICROPHONE or LINE banks
have in mind.

Use the [CURSOR] buttons and dial to select the bank,

Delay sound: loud
preset/song,/ user, and number.

IBRo0-00ia [0 1-01 S

EZ TOME WET

P: preset / 5: song / U: user VAL

Mumber Warm sound———g= WikH ERTaNT =—Bright sound

BORB0L| 0|0 00101 7% ¥ 3

EFFECT s

EAMK = SUITARB|=Bank ;

PATCH: i ’ -—Patch name Delay sound: soft

=— Algorithm name

For the SIMUL bank

_ Delay sound: ksud
Use the CURSOR [ A ][ ¥ ] buttons to mowve the [FBOe00-8010 1,331_81 e

cursor bo “EZ TONE,” and press the [ENTER] button. EZ TOME un

» e SR T
The EZ TONE screen will appear. Soft s-uund— * sort § M e ——

Delay sc'und soft
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BOSS BR-800 Training Guide
6. RHYTHM

The BR-800 provides a dedicated rhythm generator that is separate from the
e~ . audio tracks 1-8. You can use this rhythm as a guide during recording, or

) create an original rhythm backing by arranging various internal rhythms to

match the structure of your song. Let's create a rhythm arrangement

consisting of various patterns.

Press the [RHYTHM] button. Use the CURSOR [ 4] [ ] buttons to move the
The [RHYTHM)] button will light. cursor ko the “step” position, and use the dial to select
the step that you want to edit.
2 You can move to the previous step by pressing the
Use the CURSOR | A ][ ¥ | buttons to move the [REW] button, or to the next step by pressing the [FF)
cursor to “TYPE." button.

3 ¥ i

Turn the dial to select “ARRANGE."” Use the CURSOR | <4 | [ | buttons to move the
cursor to the parameter that you want to edit, and use

4 the dial to edit the value.
 Use the CURSOR [ & ][ W] buttons to move the By pressing the [Pl .r\'&"| button vou can audition the
cursor to “EDIT,” and press the [ENTER] button. pattern of the currently selected step (the current
* If you select a preset arrangement, you won 't be able to pattern).

continue with the rest of this procedure.

Fress the CURSOR A button and
5 , pressENTER. PATTERN will still be
Use the CURSOR [ A | [ ¥ ] buttons to move the hlgh“ghte[_j' USIFIQ the scroll wheel,
select a different pattern. Press the

cursor to “STEP,” and press the [ENTER] button.
The ARRANGE STEP screen will appear. CURSORbutton A and press

ENTER.
Step Pattern number
Starting
Tempo
measure P When you're finished creating the arrangement, press
B[00 00-o0: BB1-E|] fe the [EXIT] button a number of times.
FIZRANGE STEP Ih|E2lal , .
] T EFyzIl¥] You will return to the play screen, and the
Hé. HMEAZURE FATTERM TEMFO : - o . :
ERl: aa1 F3214 J4126.8 arrangement you created will be saved.
FATTERH IMF@
| seat 44 name PTTHEGBO

! !

Pattern time signature  Pattern name
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BOSS BR-800 Training Guide
7. SIX THINGS TO KNOW and SHOW

1. 4-track simultaneous recording, 8-track simultaneous playback plus dedicated
stereo rhythm track playback

2. EZ Recording interactively guides through the recording process with sleek new
interface based on touch sensors

3. Powerful guitar, bass, and vocal effects derived from BOSS’s flagship
processors

4. Song Sketch recording for quick stereo capture in WAV format

5. Functions as a USB audio interface with USB bus power and DAW control
surface

6. Cakewalk SONAR 8.5 LE software with full audio loops and backing tracks
included

INPUT 4

LINEIN FooT sy, @
Sy :

exPeeny | MEOUT

R

@EQES RE{'_'D}G’SE:"#’% ER "800

TIME
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BOSS BR-800 Training Guide
8. ACCESSORIES

FS-5U

FS-5L DP-2
FV-500H EV-5
FV-500L EV-7
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